The crystal structure is shown in the gure (′ = 1−x, 1−y, 0.5−z). Tables 1-3 contain details of the measurement method and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
Source of material
1,2-Bis(2-(2-oxidobenzylidene)aminophenoxy)ethane (H 2 L) was synthesized following a reported synthetic protocol [1, 2] , and the other reagents were obtained commercially and used directly without further puri cation. The title compound was prepared by a layering method. A bu er layer of methanol 
( ) (3 mL) was carefully layered over the CH 2 Cl 2 solution (3 mL) of the protonated ligand (H 2 L) (45.3 mg, 0.1 mmol). Then a solution of Zn(CH 3 COO) 2 · 2H 2 O (21.9 mg, 0.1 mmol) in 3 mL methanol was layered over the bu er layer. The resulting mixture was placed in a dark environment. Red block crystals were obtained after ve days, in a yield of 58% (based on Zn).
Experimental details
The structure was solved by direct methods [3] . All hydrogen atoms were placed in the calculated positions.
Discussion
The condensation of an amine with an aldehyde or ketone, forming what is called a Schi base, is one of the oldest reactions in chemistry [4] . Up to now, Schi bases ligands have been attracted considerable attention of chemists due to the convenience in synthesis, favourable coordination ability and widely applications of its multifunctional complexes including biological [5] , analytical [6] and industrial [7] processes. As part of our work, we report a Zn (II) complex 
